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As the third lockdown ends and school fully  

reopens again, it is clear that skilful planning 

and support is needed to ensure the whole 

school community is nurtured as children  

embrace the return to  school life and regular 

routines. The wider impact of the pandemic, at 

this stage, is still somewhat unknown.  

However, the community impact at Sandal 

Magna is very much known. We have spoken 

regularly to our children and families and have 

continued to support and help them  

throughout this uncertain time. We shall  

continue to do this to ensure our community 

remains connected and our children can  

successfully return to school to continue their 

education in a safe and nurturing environment.  

 

The Recovery Curriculum has been skilfully 

planned and mapped out to ensure pupils are 

taught at a level to recover and catch-up both 

lost and gaps in learning.  The support for 

home learning for children has varied between 

families, meaning many pupils have not  

maintained progress and are not achieving at 

the national standard they were predicted at 

the start of the academic year. It is essential 

our curriculum reflects this.  
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Whilst many families have successfully taught 

their child(ren) at home, many had barriers 

which has hindered their access to learning 

and the progress they have made. Every family 

experience has been different. It is this varied 

experience we now need to capture and  

understand in order to rebuild our learning  

behaviours, curriculum content and pedagogy.  

 

During the remainder of this year, pupils will 

receive the required level of additional support 

such as  interventions, additional learning time 

and additional resources both at home and at 

school.  

 

The Recovery Curriculum will incorporate 3 

main principles:  
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The curriculum is informed by the Academy’s values, aims and 

the community with in which we serve.  The children within 

the our community will have had a range of experiences  

during this latest lockdown.  Experiences of lost loved ones, 

lost learning, lost income and absent friendships. They have 

also gained so much: family time, new skills and a sense of 

connectivity with their neighbours they had not previously 

had.  

As we begin to reconnect with our school community, the  

following factors will be vital to consider:  
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Reconnecting 
 

• Attendance monitoring using a nurturing approach to 

bring pupils back into school 

• Ongoing monitoring of the wider community  impact  

and supporting during local and national lockdowns.  

• Opportunities for pupils to reconnect with friends 

and rebuild friendships 

• Develop pupil confidence as learners and in new 

school procedures and routines 

• Ensure parents and pupils are well informed of   

safety measures at school are compliant in following 

procedures  

• Re-establishing positive learning behaviours  

• Empowerment & self-regulation for learners in an 

enriched and full curriculum to enthuse learners.  
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Upon the return to school, teachers will  skilfully  

establish and analyse children’s knowledge; initially finding 

a new baseline in reading, writing and mathematics.  
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• Both formative and informative assessments will be used to 

build a comprehensive picture of where a child is currently 

working at against the national curriculum standards. These 

assessments will be  conducted sensitively and in  

non-pressured scenarios.  

• A detailed gap analysis will be completed thus                 

providing an accurate benchmark to start planning the  

curriculum. The impact of a pupils loss and gain in learning 

will now be known. This includes specific subject aspects and 

concepts that need embedding before children can move on. 

• High expectations will remain in place for all pupils, inclusive 

of pupil premium, SEND and more able pupils with ambitions 

targets set.  

• The curriculum content will be sequenced a so pupils mean-

ingfully revisit and build upon theory, knowledge,  

understanding and skills.  

• The curriculum will not be narrowed. It shall remain          

varied with a full curriculum offer. 

• Teaching will provide regular opportunities for pupils to work 

together on purposeful and absorbing tasks that provide 

challenge and collaboration.  

• Continuous assessment and reflective teaching will                 

ensure pupils make progress and gaps in learning are         

diminished.   
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The reviewing process will be incorporated into daily 

life. This includes both academic content and a pupil’s 

personal growth and holistic development.  

 

• Subject leaders will guide planning for future 

and additional projects to ensure coverage           

before pupils move on. CPD will be provided and 

bespoke/joint planning for staff as  required. 

• The school SENCO will co-ordinate                      

personalised learning plans and additional  

learning time.  

• The senior leadership team will conduct pupil 

progress conversations and ensure sufficient 

staffing levels, resources and staff pedagogy is in 

place. 

• Regular reviews and meetings with parents will 

continue with additional home learning and 

guidance for parents provided. 

• Regular communication with governors and the 

Trust will provide an overview of progressive 

learning.  
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As the academic year progresses, it is clear that the  

pandemic will continue to impact on the daily running of 

school life. Staff will continue to adapt teaching styles to 

ensure a high quality, varied and rich curriculum is  

accessible for all pupils.  

A remote learning policy and plan remains in place to  

ensure any pupil and staff absence is planned for with                        

contingency education plans for remote learning   

activated immediately.  

Barriers to remote learning such as limited technology 

access, home circumstances for vulnerable pupils and 

lack of engagement have all been considered and a  

variety of scenarios accounted and planned for. 

Safeguarding and pupil wellbeing will remain an utmost 

priority. In the event of any pupil absence, the DLS’s will 

resume daily contact with vulnerable families, including 

providing food and meal vouchers.    

Senior leaders will monitor the impact of lockdown 

throughout the rest of the year and continue to report 

the academic achievements and well-being of all groups 

of pupils to school governors. The safe return to school 

for pupils will remain a high priority.   

  

Reconnecting 
 
 
 
 

Rebuilding 
 
 
 
 

Reviewing  


